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ELECTRICITY CORPORATIONS BILL 2005 
Council’s Amendments 

Amendments made by the Council now considered. 

Consideration in Detail 
The amendments made by the Council were as follows - 

No 1  

Clause 34, page 18, after line 10 - To insert - 

“energy efficient technologies” means technologies, including but not limited to operating 
software, designed to improve the efficiency of electricity generation plant and 
equipment; 

No 2  

Clause 35, page 19, line 10 - To insert after “electricity” - 

from sources of energy including renewable sources 
No 3 

Clause 35, page 19, after line 13 - To insert - 

(c) to acquire, develop, operate and supply energy efficient technologies; 
No 4 

Clause 41, page 22, line 15 - To insert after “enhance” - 

, improve 
No 5 

Clause 41, page 22, line 17 - To insert after “provide” - 

and improve 
No. 6 

Clause 41, page 22, after line 26 - To insert - 

(d) to provide services that improve the efficiency of electricity supply and the 
management of demand on electricity transmission and distribution systems; 

No 7 

Clause 44, page 24, line 14 - To insert after “consumers”- 

and services which improve the efficiency of electricity supply and the management of 
demand 

No 8 

Clause 50, page 27, line 5 - To insert after “electricity” - 

from sources of energy including renewable sources 
No 9 

Clause 50, page 27, line 6 - To insert after “enhance” - 

, improve 

No 10 

Clause 50, page 27, line 8 - To insert after “provide” - 

and improve 

No 11 

Clause 50, page 27, after line 9 - To insert - 

(c) to do anything that it is authorised or required to do by the Electricity Industry Act 
2004 Part 8 (which relates to network access) and regulations and Code made under 
that Part; 
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No 12 

Clause 50, page 27, line 10 - To insert after “consumers” - 

and services which improve the efficiency of electricity supply and the management of 
demand and which, so far as is practicable, are comparable to services provided by the 
Electricity Retail Corporation in the performance of its functions under section 44(a) 

No 13 

Clause 50, page 27, after line 13 - To insert - 

(e) to acquire, develop, operate and supply energy efficient technologies; 

No 14 

Clause 51, page 27, line 29 - To insert after “50” - 

other than the function under section 50(c)  

No 15 

Clause 51, page 28, line 2 - To insert after “50” - 

, other than the function under section 50(c),  

No 16 

Clause 53, page 29, line 22 - To insert after “modifications,” - 

other than in relation to quality and reliability of supply,  

No 17 

Clause 53, page 29, after line 24 - To insert - 

(7) Regulations referred to in subsection (6) cannot limit or otherwise affect community 
service obligations, as defined in section 99(1), to be performed by a corporation 
under this Act. 

No 18 

Clause 60, page 35, after line 14 - To insert - 

(5) A corporation is to give the Minister and the Minister responsible for the 
administration of the Town Planning and Development Act 1928 written notice of a 
proposal to carry out works referred to in subsection (2) if those works will not 
comply with the provisions of an order or scheme referred to in subsection (3). 

(6) A corporation is to include in its annual report under section 107 details of any works 
carried out by the corporation during the relevant financial year that did not comply 
with the provisions of an order or scheme referred to in subsection (3). 

No 19 

Clause 61, page 35, after line 20 - To insert - 

(2) In respect of the function of the Electricity Networks Corporation referred to in 
section 41(a) - 

(a) subsection (1) is subject to paragraph (b); and 

(b) the Electricity Networks Corporation must spend at least 50 per cent of the 
annual cost of managing, planning, developing, expanding, enhancing and 
reinforcing the South West interconnected system in respect of transmission 
and distribution systems, including systems to facilitate the connection of 
renewable energy generation, in regional districts. 

(3) In subsection 61(2), “regional districts” means the Goldfields-Esperance, Great 
Southern, Mid West, South West and Wheatbelt regions referred to in Schedule 1 of 
the Regional Development Commissions Act 1993. 

(4) The Minister is to review the operation of subsection 61(2) before the expiry of four 
years from the commencement of this subsection. 

No 20 
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Clause 90, page 51, line 17 - To delete “on the Treasurer’s recommendation.” and insert instead - 

after consultation with the Treasurer. 

No 21 

Clause 99, page 54, line 26 - To insert after “functions” - 

or to meet performance targets  

No 22 

Clause 99, page 54, line 27 - To insert after “perform” - 

or to meet  

No 23 

Clause 99, page 56, line 11 - To delete “on the Treasurer’s recommendation.” and insert instead - 

after consultation with the Treasurer. 

No 24 

Clause 103, page 58, after line 16 - To insert - 

(5) Nothing in subsection (3) affects, or is intended to affect, the operation of the 
Parliamentary Privileges Act 1891 or the Parliamentary Papers Act 1891. 

No 25 

Clause 109, page 62, after line 3 - To insert - 

(4) Nothing in this section affects, or is intended to affect, the operation of the 
Parliamentary Privileges Act 1891 or the Parliamentary Papers Act 1891. 

No 26 

Schedule 5, clause 27, page 171, after line 1 - To insert - 

(1) Section 39(2)(d) is amended by deleting “or distribution licences” and inserting 
instead - 

, distribution licences or integrated regional licences  

No 27 

Schedule 5, clause 27, page 171, after line 10 - To insert - 

(3) Section 39(2c) is amended in the definition of “code matter” by deleting “or” after 
paragraph (c) and inserting instead - 

(ca) the matter mentioned in subsection (2)(da); or 

No 28 

Schedule 5, clause 36, page 179, after line 9 - To insert - 

(d) any service standards to be observed by the Regional Power Corporation; and 

No 29 

Schedule 5, clause 36, page 179, after line 10 - To insert - 

(4) In subsection (3)(d) - 

“service standards” means standards referred to in section 39(2)(d) that are provided 
for in a code prepared and issued under section 39. 

No 30 

Schedule 5, clause 36, page 181, line 9 - To delete “and (c)” and insert instead - 

, (c) and (d)  

No 31 

Schedule 5, new clause 28, page 171, after clause 27 - To insert the following new clause - 

28. Section 39A inserted 
After section 39 the following section is inserted in Part 2 Division 7 - 
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39A. Review of code standards applying to Regional Power Corporation 
 (1) In this section - 

 “access arrangement” has the meaning given to that term in 
section 103; 

“relevant day” means - 

(a) for the first review, the day referred to in subsection (3); 
and 

(b) for a subsequent review, the day referred to in subsection 
(4); 

“RPC standards” means standards referred to in section 39(2)(d) 
that - 

(a) are to be observed by the Regional Power Corporation; and 

(b) are provided for in a code prepared and issued by the 
Minister under section 39; 

“service standards” means standards relating to the quality and 
reliability of the supply of electricity that are provided for in an 
access arrangement. 

 (2) The Authority is to carry out reviews of the operation and effect of 
the RPC standards. 

 (3) The first review is to be carried out as soon as is practicable after 
the day on which the first access arrangement in respect of the 
South West interconnected system is approved under Part 8. 

 (4) Subsequent reviews are to be carried out as soon as is practicable 
after the day on which the period fixed under subsection (11) ends. 

 (5) The purpose of a review is to consider whether the RPC standards 
are appropriate for each of the transmission systems and distribution 
systems to which they apply when assessed against the service 
standards that apply to the South West interconnected system. 

 (6) When carrying out a review the Authority is to give members of the 
public an opportunity to comment on matters relevant to the review. 

 (7) The Authority is to give the Minister a report based on a review 
within - 

(a) the period of 4 months after the relevant day; or 

(b) any longer period allowed by the Minister under 
subsection (8). 

(8) The Minister may, at the request of the Authority, extend the period 
referred to in subsection (7)(a) by not more than 28 days. 

(9) A report may contain recommendations as to changes that should be 
made to the RPC standards. 

(10) Within 28 days after the day on which a report is given to the 
Minister, the Authority is to - 

(a) make the report available for public inspection in such 
manner as the Authority considers appropriate; and 

(b) cause a notice giving details of where copies of the report 
can be obtained to be published — 

(i) in a daily newspaper circulating throughout the 
State; and 

(ii) on its internet websites. 
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(11) The Minister, by order published in the Gazette, is to fix a period 
for subsequent reviews for the purposes of subsection (4). 

(12) A period fixed under subsection (11) cannot be longer than 5 years 
after the day on which a notice in respect of the last preceding 
report under this section was published under subsection (10)(b)(i). 

(13) The Minister, by order published in the Gazette, may - 

(a) amend an order made under subsection (11); or 

(b) revoke an order made under subsection (11) and replace it 
with another order. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I move - 

That amendments 1 to 18 made by the Council be agreed to. 

I am grateful for the support that I have and for the cooperation of the opposition in the upper house with the 
time frames.  A total of 31 amendments were moved in the upper house.  We will be accepting all bar one of 
them. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  Amendment 12 deals with services that improve the efficiency of electricity supply and the 
management of demand.  The amendment ensures, so far as is practicable, that the services of the Regional 
Power Corporation are comparable with those provided by the Electricity Retail Corporation.  This amendment 
came about because we seek to have off-peak power pricing made available to customers outside the south west 
interconnected system.  The Minister for Agriculture and Forestry in the upper house made some comments for 
the record.  He said that he could believe that this could be achieved through this amendment.  We took that on 
good faith.  I would like the Minister for Energy to make some comments for the record, so that we can satisfy 
ourselves that off-peak power pricing will be made available to areas outside the SWIS.  The reason I raise this 
matter is that a bakery in Esperance must operate under a franchise-type arrangement.  It does not work when 
those businesses cannot get off-peak power. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member is right in his assessment of amendment 12 and its intent.  For all 
members of the government, the National Party and, I assume, the Liberal Party, it is desirable that, when we 
can, we introduce off-peak capacity into the Regional Power Corporation, and that is what this amendment 
provides.  However, there is an important proviso, as the member will understand from his discussions.  That 
proviso in the amendment is “so far as is practicable”.  This amendment sets in place a direction that we 
anticipate the Regional Power Corporation would pursue.  We also anticipate that as it goes forward, the areas in 
which it becomes practicable become more widespread.  I believe it is a very important building block from 
which we could go forward.   

Question put and passed, the Council’s amendments agreed to. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I move - 

That amendment 19 made by the Council be not agreed to. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  The National Party is very keen to see this amendment supported.  We would like the 
government, during the short time that we have, to reconsider its position on this amendment.  If I may just 
record it in the Hansard again, the basic premise of this amendment is that the Electricity Networks Corporation 
must spend at least 50 per cent of the annual cost of managing, planning, developing, expanding, enhancing and 
reinforcing transmission and distribution systems - including systems to facilitate the connection of renewable 
energy generation - of the south west interconnected system in regional districts.  To make sense of that, this is a 
safety net proposal put forward by the Western Australian National Party, supported by the Liberal Party in both 
houses of Parliament and the Greens (WA) in the upper house, to ensure that there is a safety net for regional 
power consumers.  Right throughout the debate on this issue we have talked about our concern that expenditure 
on maintenance and capacity will be spent on the fast-growing areas of the state.  The areas listed in the 
amendment as regional districts are those that could be deemed as not being as fast growing as the metropolitan 
and Peel regions.  We therefore seek a safety net device.  This amendment would provide it.   

It also needs to be put clearly on the record - the regional development minister has already put this on the record 
- that currently the government is spending 55 per cent on maintenance and 35 per cent on capital in the areas 
outside the metropolitan area.  We would like that to be a minimum 50-50.  Areas in the regions continue to miss 
out on investment because of commercial parameters.  All Western Australians contribute to the economy.  All 
Western Australians should be able to have a reliable electricity supply.  Legislating for expenditure of 50 per 
cent in the metropolitan area and 50 per cent in the regions could give regional customers some surety that 
money will be expended on their network.  If the government is serious about getting this legislation through, it 
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should support this amendment.  When it goes back to the upper house, the same problem will arise.  If the 
National Party, the Liberal Party and the Greens (WA) vote together, the bill will not be accepted and will be 
back here again.  The ability to claim those competition payments mentioned by the Treasurer will be lost.  The 
way to guarantee competition payments and the way to guarantee regional power supplies is to support 
amendment 19.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I appreciate the Leader of the National Party’s point of view on this, and I did say so 
when the legislation was making its way through here in the first place.  This amendment is not the method by 
which to achieve the outcome he seeks.  I know that we disagree about that.  I pointed out in the previous debate 
that the amount of expenditure within the SWIS on non-metropolitan services and networks has escalated 
dramatically in the past year or so.  There is no reason to anticipate that it would not continue to be the case.  
However, we would build in a structural problem if we required 50 per cent of expenditure to be performed in 
one particular area.  One has only to consider what would happen if there were a natural disaster.  In the 
metropolitan area, for example, a huge amount of money would be required to be spent in that case, and one 
would have all sorts of difficulties.   

Mr B.J. Grylls:  You would have to have a new piece of legislation to amend it. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  We need to have as much flexibility as we can.  I do not disagree with the intent of 
what the member is talking about, but this is not the mechanism by which to attain it.  We have had that 
discussion.  We cannot accept this amendment.  I would appreciate it, given the time and that we do not support 
this amendment, if we did not divide.  We know our position on this one and we are keen to get the bill passed. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I will make my only contribution now, and I will also refer briefly to 
amendment 31.   

Members of the Liberal Party supported the National Party’s amendment in the Legislative Assembly and 
Legislative Council.  As I described it when we debated this matter in this chamber previously, it is a symbolic 
gesture on behalf of rural communities.  There are some practical problems associated with what the National 
Party is proposing, but symbolically it is important.   

I point members to amendment 31 of the Council’s message.  It is an amendment which Hon George Cash 
moved and which attained the support of all members in the upper house.  This amendment will guarantee 
standards of service for people who live in and businesses that operate within the area covered by the Regional 
Power Corporation.  It covers the one loophole that was not provided for under the previous legislation.  

The next part of this whole equation will probably occur next month when the reliability code is brought forward 
and all the pieces of the jigsaw come together.  With that amendment the Liberal Party has provided the 
strongest, firmest and safest guarantee of proper service standards for people in country regions.  That is what we 
would have made not negotiable.  I am absolutely delighted that all parties and all members of Parliament have 
supported it.   

The advice I have received is that if this is not across the Bar in the upper house by six o’clock, it does not get 
there at all.   

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendment not agreed to.   
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I move - 

That amendments 20 to 31 made by the Council be agreed to. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I put on the record the Liberal Party’s thanks to all those people who have 
provided us with advice and assistance in dealing with this legislation, especially John Bradley and Simon 
Thackray, the minister’s advisers, and various representatives from Western Power and the Office of Energy, in 
particular a host of people from the private sector.  I was overwhelmed by the amount of support.   

I make special mention of Hon George Cash and Hon Paul Llewellyn, who have shown a very constructive 
approach to this legislation.   
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  In supporting these amendments, I would like to thank the member for Leschenault for 
his contribution throughout the passage of this, particularly today.  I also thank the Leader of the National Party 
for his very kind indulgence this evening.  Also, I thank the member for Avon and other members, including 
those on the government side, who have contributed to the debate.  I put on the record my gratitude to the 
member for Warren-Blackwood for not seeking to disrupt the passage of this legislation, particularly given the 
basis on which we are dealing with it.  He has had a difficult week, and could have decided that he would not 
make life easy for the government.  I am grateful for that.  I am also grateful to Mr Thackray and John Bradley 
from my office, who have been so helpful, and to all the other people who have supported the passage of this 
legislation.   
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Question put and passed; the Council’s amendments agreed to. 
The Council acquainted accordingly. 
 


